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Rino Furuhashi

I had many memorable experiences during my stay in the UK, especially when
spending time with my host family. Everything was different from Japan, such as the
language, culture, and daily life, and I learned many new things. Through this experience,
I became more interested in other cultures, such as different types of food and fashion.
One of the most special moments was the dinner at the culture show. I sat at the same
table as BSDC students. At first, they spoke very fast, so I couldn‘t understand them well.
However, I tried to respond little by little and join the conversation. Later, they taught me
some hand signs, and we enjoyed spending time together. I also remember when I was at
a bus stop and didn‘t know which bus to take. The bus driver kindly told me which bus I
should get on, so I was able to take the correct bus.Through these experiences, I learned
that it is important to try to communicate, even if it is difficult. I also became more

confident in speaking English. I will never forget this time of my life.

Mayuka Sato

There are two things that impressed me during my training in the UK.
First, I was impressed by the kindness of local people. My host mother, Lisa, was very
kind and talked to me gently even when I was nervous. She often asked me, “Are you
having fun?” and cared about me, which really supported me.
The university students were also very friendly. They talked to me about their families,
friends, and what they knew about Japan. I really enjoyed talking with them, and I was
glad that I had the courage to speak to them.
People in the town were also very kind. Shop staff and customers waved at us when they
noticed us. Once, when we didn’t know where the bus stop was, we asked a man for help,
and he kindly took us there. It really helped us.
Second, I noticed a difference in values. In Japan, appearance is often emphasized. When
I talked about this with my host family, they told me that in the UK, people value inner
beauty more than appearance. They said that [ was beautiful not only on the outside but
also on the inside, which made me very happy. I felt that people in the UK have a very
kind way of thinking.
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Juri Kawai

During my two-week stay in Derbyshire, everything I experienced was fresh and
exciting. Before leaving Japan, I heard that British food was not very good, but this
stereotype was completely overturned in a good way. The traditional meals baked beans
and meat pie prepared by my host mother, Lisa, were incredibly delicious.
What impressed me the most was the warmth and open-mindedness of the local people.
When I struggled to calculate British coins at a shop, the clerk and the customers waiting
behind me smiled warmly and said, "Don't worry about it." Also, I loved the custom
where everyone said thank you to the bus driver when getting off.
At first, [ was very anxious about my English skills, but through various school exchanges
and daily life, I realized that we can connect with each other beyond language and cultural
barriers if we have the courage to express ourselves. This wonderful experience has
broadened my horizons and changed my perspective on life.

Yuzuki Matsuzaki

I had various experiences during my time abroad. I had a great time every day,
eating foods I had never tried before and playing games with my host family. I was
surprised by the fluffy texture of the rice in the UK. The lasagna and homemade jam made
by my host mother were delicious. Making scones at BSDC is my strongest memory. It
was my first time having afternoon tea, and it was so good that I had extra cup of tea. |
was also happy that I could talk with many students at the university. I would like to share
what I learned and experienced during this program with my family, friends, and many

other people.

Hana Sakaguchi

What struck me most about my trip to the UK was the depth of affection people

have for animals. Almost every household has a pet, and I felt that there were particularly
many dog owners. I often saw dogs being walked in the streets, which really conveyed
how close the relationship between people and animals is. Whilst out walking, I’d see
cats peering out of windows, and I even came across houses with large parrots.
Furthermore, it was striking to see how many people had their pets as their smartphone
lock screens or icons, clearly treating them as cherished members of the family. If you’re

striking up a conversation with someone in the UK for the first time, bringing up the topic
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of pets is a sure-fire way to break the ice.

Miyu Iwatsuki

One of the most impressive experiences in the UK was visiting a factory and
staying with my host family. At the factory, I was surprised that people worked very
carefully and efficiently. I could not understand everything in English, but I tried to listen
and understand as much as I could.
Staying with my host family was also a great experience. At first, I was nervous about
speaking English. However, they were very kind and spoke slowly, so I felt more
comfortable. I was happy that they tried to understand me even when my English was not
perfect.
From these experiences, I learned that it is important to try and not be afraid of making

mistakes. I think this experience will help me in the future.

Itsuki Kawase
The most memorable part of my experience in England was the kindness of the
people there. It was my first time to foreign country so I really tried to improve my English
by actively starting conversations with others. Looking back, I might have surprised some
people by talking to them suddenly. However, everyone I spoke to was very kind and
willing to talk with me.
Through these conversations, I felt not only their kindness but also their calm and open
attitude. Even people who looked a little intimidating at first turned out to be very friendly
when I actually talked to them. They listened to me carefully and taught me many things,
which made each interaction special.
This experience made me realize how enjoyable it is to communicate with others. It also
made me want to talk with more people, not only abroad but also in Japan. I believe this

was a very valuable and meaningful experience for me.

Minami Iba
I have wonderful memories of my visit to the UK, and one of them is

especially strong for me.
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That is my visit to Lichfield Cathedral. The stained glass was so beautiful that I could
feel the history of the UK. This was a special experience because I can’t experience it in
Japan.

I was also surprised by Fish and Chips. Fish and Chips, which is one of the traditional
British meals, was much better than I expected. Moreover, I ate Kit-Kat, which was
richer in chocolate and different from what I usually eat in Japan.

I also visited Big Ben, which is a World Heritage site and made a strong impression on
me. [ had seen it in pictures, but I was so moved to see how big and beautiful it is in real

life. I will never forget these memories and my experiences in the UK.

Misaki Iwaya

During my stay in the UK, the first thing I noticed was that people felt very open,
and it was easy for conversations to happen in daily lives. There were many places where
people gather, such as pubs and churches. On my first day, I visited a church where people
were sitting together, drinking tea, and enjoying conversations. I was able to see how
easily people talk with each other in everyday situations, and I also enjoyed talking with
people.
On the other hand, I also noticed big differences in daily lives. One of the most surprising
things was how early shops closed. Some shops closed as early as 3 p.m., and even by
around 6 p.m., many were already closing or getting ready to close. Compared to Japan,
daily lives seem very different, and at first [ was a little surprised.
I was also impressed by the amount of nature outside the cities, with many areas having
very few buildings. I often saw animals, and it felt like nature was very close to everyday
life, even in a country with cities and towns.
In addition, I noticed that dogs are often allowed in public places. I saw them on trains
and even inside shops, and it felt very normal that people and animals share the same
spaces in daily li
Overall, I felt that the UK is a place where it is easy to talk with others, while at the same

time daily lives and the relationship with nature are quite different from Japan.
Kokona Suzuki

During my stay in the UK, I always felt a great sense of fulfillment and

enjoyment. I believe this was because I was surrounded by scenery completely different
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from that of Japan, such as the rich natural environment where I could easily see sheep
and horses, as well as rows of red-brick houses.

Above all,I think it was because my host family warmly welcomed me. The time we spent
talking together over meals and tea, watching quiz shows, and playing games made me
feel very relaxed. I was also very moved when they tried to experience Japanese culture
by eating miso-nikomi udon with chopsticks. Although they were not used to using
chopsticks, they did not give up and continued using them until the end, which made me
very happy. Every moment I spent with my host family is a precious memory for me.

I also gave Japanese matcha sweets to students at BSDC, and they said they were
delicious and happily talked with me. Seeing them enjoy something from Japan made me
very happy. Through this experience, I truly realized how delicate and wonderful Japan

is. All of these experiences gave me a deep sense of fulfillment.

Kurumi Abe
What impressed me most about Derbyshire was friendly local people, who
welcomed me like a real family during my homestay, and it become my cherished
memory.
The stained glass windows and exteriors of
Chatsworth House and Litchfield Cathedral, along with the vast gardens, were
breathtaking I was truly moved and soothed by the beauty of the buildings and the

townscape.

Kaiga Onishi
During my study abroad in the UK, I was placed in an environment where I had
to communicate entirely in English, as Japanese was not understood. This situation
greatly improved both my listening and speaking skills. At first, I found it difficult to
communicate, but my host family constantly supported me by engaging in conversations
and teaching me British slang and useful experience, I sometimes felt as though I had
become a part of British culture.
One of the most significant aspects I noticed was the difference in cultural norms. Some
manners were completely opposite to those in Japan, which initially caused confusion.

However, this encouraged me to develop a strong interest in cultural diversity and to
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respect

different ways of thinking. [ was particularly impressed by the way people expressed their
opinions. At my language school, students actively shared their ideas, whereas in Japan,
I feel that fewer students speak up in class. This difference left a strong impression on me
and motivated me to express my own thoughts more confidently.

Additionally, I was surprised by how naturally people say “thank you” and “you’re
welcome” in everyday interactions. I also became aware of differences between American
and British English, especially in pronunciation and vocabulary. Overall, this experience
was extremely valuable and contributed greatly to my personal growth and future goals.

I would like to make use of this experience in my future studies.

Aya Kagawa

During my stay in the UK, I always felt a great sense of fulfillment and
enjoyment. [ believe this was because I was surrounded by scenery completely different
from that of Japan, such as the rich natural environment where I could easily see sheep
and horses, as well as rows of red-brick houses.

Above all,I think it was because my host family warmly welcomed me. The time
we spent talking together over meals and tea, watching quiz shows, and playing games
made me feel very relaxed. [ was also very moved when they tried to experience Japanese
culture by eating miso-nikomi udon with chopsticks. Although they were not used to
using chopsticks, they did not give up and continued using them until the end, which
made me very happy. Every moment I spent with my host family is a precious memory
for me.

I also gave Japanese matcha sweets to students at BSDC, and they said they were
delicious and happily talked with me. Seeing them enjoy something from Japan made me
very happy. Through this experience, I truly realized how delicate and wonderful Japan

is. All of these experiences gave me a deep sense of fulfillment.

Ryoe Oda
One of the most impressive things during my stay was how friendly the local
people were. At first, I could not understand much English, and I felt very nervous.

However, they spoke to me kindly and tried to understand my words.
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I also enjoyed spending time with my host family. We talked together, ate meals,
and sometimes went out, which made me feel comfortable and happy. I was glad that I
could share many moments with them.

I remember going shopping and using simple English and gestures. My English
was not good, but I could communicate, and it made me very happy. I learned that trying
to speak is very important.

I was also impressed by how people showed their individuality through their
clothes and lifestyle. Everyone looked confident and happy being themselves.

This experience made me like English more, and I want to improve my English in the

future.

Tomoaki Kito

I am truly grateful to have had the opportunity to participate in the Derbyshire
High School Student Dispatch Program as a chaperone. It was a privilege to witness the
remarkable growth of the students firsthand. I respectfully submit this report on our
experiences.
1. Safety Management and Chaperoning Thanks to the meticulous preparation and the
tremendous support from Toyota City Hall and all the staff involved, we were able to
complete the entire itinerary safely, without any major accidents, troubles, or health issues
from departure to return. As a chaperone, I focused on respecting the students' autonomy
while maintaining close observation of their health and providing psychological support.
In an unfamiliar environment where fatigue can easily set in, I made a conscious effort to
communicate with each student to catch any slight changes in their physical condition or
anxieties. The students themselves maintained a high level of self-awareness regarding
their health and strictly adhered to the schedule. Their discipline and cooperative attitude
were key factors in the smooth and safe execution of the program.
2. Interactions with Locals and Host Families During our stay, [ was most impressed
by the students' proactive attitude and high capabilities, particularly during the "Culture
Show" held at the local school. From the preparation stage, the students actively
exchanged ideas and practiced independently. On the day of the event, they delivered
outstanding presentations with immense confidence in front of a large audience of native

speakers. In the interactive sessions where they introduced traditional Japanese games
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and calligraphy, the students carefully and thoughtfully explained the activities in English,
paying close attention to the reactions of the local students and host families. The host
families warmly welcomed our students as members of their own, and through weekend
activities and daily conversations, a heartwarming exchange blossomed, fostering a deep
mutual understanding of each other's cultures.

3. Impact on Students' Future Career Paths I am absolutely certain that this experience
in Derbyshire has served as a powerful catalyst for broadening the students' future options.
The successful experience of overcoming language and cultural barriers to convey their
thoughts has given the students immeasurable confidence. Their dignified behavior
during the Culture Show and their willingness to actively engage in communication will
dramatically increase their motivation for future English studies. Furthermore, exposure
to diverse values has inspired some students to consider studying abroad or pursuing
careers on a global stage. I strongly feel that this program has been a highly meaningful
first step in shaping their future career paths.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to everyone who made this

wonderful program possible.
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