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Reflections written by each student in English
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Food AXH §okt
I've eaten a lot of different things since I came to America. Faygo's
cotton candy flavor was the sweetest drink I've ever had. My favorite sweets
were Lay's Classic, which I bought in a box and brought back to Japan. I ate a
lot of different things for meals. I feel like I was able to eat almost everything
I wanted: steak, sandwiches, ice cream, and hamburgers. My favorite was the
Detroit Burger, which was more impressive than the burger I had imagined. It
was the first time I had ever seen a hamburger with a knife stuck in it. Both the
meat and patty were thick, chewy, and delicious.
The biggest event of my life EBF AKX
In the summer vacation, we visited Detroit, America. It was the
happiest two weeks of my lifel I made a lot of memories and learned
something important. One day, I told my host family that I'm quite shy, but
they told me “Don’t be shy! Because we are your g . =
family!”. They were so kind and thoughtful. I think '
these two weeks have stronger meaning than my
past one year.
My sincere thanks to all who gave me this
wonderful experience! I'll do my best to help
someone’s life and be kind like them.

o= =

Greatness of music B

During my time as an exchange student, I was often amazed by the
many cultural differences between Japan and the United States. Among them,
what left the strongest impression on me was how much people in Detroit love
l—ff-- music. In my host family's home, music was always playing,

and whenever we traveled by car, we would sing along to

our favorite songs. Additionally, when we went to parties
and heard familiar or beloved songs, everyone would sing
along, clap their hands, or start dancing. Being a music
enthusiast myself, I was deeply drawn to the musical
passion of the people in Detroit.

Warmth of the people =R ME

What I found in the Toyota Detroit Sister City Exchange Program was
the warmth of the people.
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In Detroit, I interacted with many people. Everyone welcomed me
kindly, especially Ms. Rose who is in charge of Detroit, my host family, and
Mayor Mike Duggan. I was not able to express my feelings well. But they
listened to me and tried to understand the meaning of what I was saying. The
warmth of the people of Detroit made my learning experience in the program
even more fulfilling. All of this is thanks to everyone who supported me. Thank
you so much for your support in various situations.

What I felt when I went to the Detroit Institute of Arts RH —%E
During my visit to DIA, I was fascinated by the cultural influence of the
world. For example, when I saw the old plate that was made in Spain, | felt it
had Asian and Egyptian influences. When I saw them, there was a difference
between what I knew and what I saw, and my concept '
changed. This museum was originally a church, so I could
feel the beauty of the building itself from the stained-glass
windows and angel paintings on the ceiling. Also, I was
able to see works that I had seen in art textbooks, such as | ' J
Van Gogh's portraits and Georges Seurat’s pointillist ne
works. Their pictures filled me with joy and a soothing i
sense of contentment. It was a truly enriching experience.

Language barrier HiE& X735

I cannot speak English very well, but I was interested in homestay. I
thought that if I did a homestay, I would be able to speak English. I want to
speak English. In fact, however, the first week didn't go well. I was keenly
aware of the language barrier. Even so, I think we were able to get along
because we tried to be actively involved. I thought that the important thing
was not whether or not you could speak English well, but the attitude of trying
to speak and smiling. When you smile, you can make those around you happy,
so you can make them think that being together is fun. From now on, when I
have the opportunity to speak in English, I want to speak actively without
being shy.

This 2 weeks in Detroit were definitely the most excited weeks in my life.
Especially, the time with my host family is my treasure. My host family treated
me as a member of real family. I was impressed by their loving behavior, and
I was able to stay relax in their home. They took me many places and I
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recognized how they love Detroit and how this city is great. And we talked a lot
and shared our cultural differences. Then I learned there were many big
differences between Japan and the US, and I enjoyed the differences. It was
really valuable experience for me.

I really appreciate everything that the people in Detroit have done for
our delegation. I hope this great relationship will continue forever.

REE CODRBRIE 17 -5

Through this program in Detroit, I was able to experience firsthand
many different cultures in the United States. The weather in Detroit is very
cool, with daytime highs in the 30°C. It was not scorching hot like in Japan, so
it was very comfortable.

Also, the people in the U.S. were very cheerful and had a great sense of
humor. For example, when I got on the train, an American person said to me,
"Those shoes you are wearing are very fashionable!” I was very happy to be
able to spend time with them. I was surprised because I had never had such a
comment in Japan. Living in a world where Japanese is not spoken, I realized
that in order to convey my intentions, I must speak __
anyway. I also realized that by expressing myself not }g
only with words but also with my body, people can =
understand me even if they don't understand my words.

I would like to use what I learned through this program
in my future life. =

And thanks to the city hall staff who organized & <
this program, the travel agency, my parents who paid

valuable experience. Thank you so much!
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